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Easter Sunday (C) 
April 17, 2022

Finding Treasure on Easter
By Fr. Mark Haydu

A key to our faith is the testimony of 
the apostles who witnessed Jesus 

resurrected from the dead. For this 
reason, the Easter scriptural passages 
carefully record who saw him, when, 
and under what circumstances. 

Particularly powerful is the testimony 
of Mary Magdalene. She was at the foot 

of the cross with Mary and John. She 
saw Jesus’ passion and death in all its 
brutal reality: carrying the cross, the 
nailing, spearing, his last agonizing 
words, lowering his body from the cross, 
cleaning his corpse, and anointing it 
according to Jewish customs. She would 
have wrapped him in linen and then 
stood outside the tomb as soldiers sealed 
it shut. She, more than anyone, could 
testify that he was most definitely dead.

Imagine her surprise when, early 
Sunday morning, she found the stone 
rolled away and the tomb empty. After 
Peter and John came to confirm that it 
was as she said, Mary Magdalene stayed 
at the tomb. Having been forgiven much, 
she loved much. Saint Gregory the Great 
comments that the woman who stayed 
behind to seek Christ was the only one to 
see him, for perseverance is essential to 
any good deed. 

Often, we need to persevere in 
pursuing Jesus. He doesn’t reveal himself 
to mere curiosity seekers. Rather, he 
rewards those who seek him with 
sincerity and who have accepted him 
deeply. Jesus would find the person who 
was seeking him. He called her by name 
because he knew her as no one else. She 
had found her lost treasure and held on 
to it with all her loving strength. +

A Word from  
Pope Francis 
The Easter message speaks 
concisely of the event that 
gives us the hope that does 
not disappoint: “Jesus who 
was crucified has risen.” 
It speaks to us not about 
angels or ghosts, but about 
a man, a man of flesh and 
bone, with a face and a 
name: Jesus, [who] rose on 
the third day in accordance 
with the Scriptures. 

Urbi Et Orbi message,  
Easter 2021

Sunday Readings
Acts 10:34a, 37–43
This man God raised on the third 
day and granted that he be visible, 
not to all the people, but to us, 
the witnesses chosen by God in 
advance, who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead.

Colossians 3:1–4 or  
1 Corinthians 5:6b–8
For our paschal lamb, Christ, has 
been sacrificed. Therefore, let us 
celebrate the feast, not with the 
old yeast, the yeast of malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth.

John 20:1–9
Mary of Magdala came to the tomb 
early in the morning, while it was still 
dark, and saw the stone removed 
from the tomb.

• How has the resurrection 
changed my life?

• What can I do to ensure I fully 
rejoice in the gift of life?
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A Wild, Uncontrolled Symbol of Easter
By Fr. Bruce Lewandowski CSsR

Lilies are the perfect flowers for 
Easter. For many, their strong 

fragrance and striking appearance are 
synonymous with the celebration of the 
resurrection of our Lord.

But did you know that lilies tend to 
grow too tall? That can be a problem. 
Their height from year to year is not 
consistent or predictable. And if they 
shoot too high, they become difficult to 
maintain and arrange. Their compact 
bulb-root system and their large, heavy 
white blooms make them prone to fall 
over. 

The remedy is simple. A chemical 
treatment is introduced while feeding 
the lily bulbs. During the growing 
process, the chemical keeps the stem 
from elongating. The intervention is 
necessary for height control. The amount 
of chemical used determines the flower’s 
height. More or less is used to get the 
desired effect. If you are going to grow 
lilies, before you begin I suggest you 
check with someone who has done it .

The perfect symbol of the 
resurrection, the bright white bloom 
that bursts forth from the dark, barren 
bulb is unnatural. It’s chemically treated. 
The chemical treatment of lilies and 
other plants is commonly known and 
accepted. Drive down a country road 
in the late spring past rows of sprouting 
corn and soybeans and read the signs 
that pop up. Many advertise pesticides 
and herbicides. Take a walk through 
a farmers market in the summer and 

notice the perfect shape, color, and 
fragrance of the produce: all treated. 

I’ll never forget the first time I 
smelled roasting coffee beans. It was 
on a farm in Dominica. I thought to 
myself, Coffee doesn’t smell like that. It 
smelled burnt. On the same farm I saw 
oranges growing. They were green, not 
orange. I thought, Oranges don’t look 
like that. I sat down to lunch and ate 
chicken. I remember thinking, This can’t 
be chicken. Chicken doesn’t taste like 
this. I then found out that a lot of our 
food in the United States is treated and 
altered. We make food look, smell, and 
taste like we imagine it should. That’s 
the case unless it’s organic. Did you ever 
notice that organic fruit and vegetables 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
April 18–23

Monday, Octave of Easter:  
Acts 2:14, 22–23 / Mt 28:8–15

Tuesday, Octave of Easter:   
Acts 2:36–41 / Jn 20:11–18

Wednesday, Octave of Easter:   
Acts 3:1–10 / Lk 24:13–35

Thursday, Octave of Easter:   
Acts 3:11–26 / Lk 24:35–48

Friday, Octave of Easter:   
Acts 4:1–12 / Jn 21:1–14

Saturday, Octave of Easter:  
Acts 4:13–21 / Mk 16:9–15

Lord, your resurrection pierces 
the darkness of doubt and fear.  

May the power of your 
resurrection help me to deepen 
my love for you and all people.

—Mindful Meditations for Every Day of Lent  
and Easter, Rev. Warren J. Savage and  

Mary Ann McSweeny

often don’t look like you expect? They 
may seem ugly because they grow 
uncontrolled and untreated. They are 
allowed to be themselves, to be real. 

A real, wild, uncontrolled, and 
untreated lily really is an apt symbol for 
Easter. It isn’t exactly ugly, but it is too 
tall and will keel over. Its lanky, spindly 
gawkiness reminds us that life is beyond 
our control. Life can be both ugly 
and beautiful. Even though we try to 
chemically treat and alter ourselves and 
our world, one day we will topple over. +

The lily is the perfect flower 
to display when celebrating  
the resurrection of Christ, 

and not just because  
it is beautiful. 


